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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

April Showers Bring Rain Barrels 
 

Seven students from Madeira Middle School have been selected to paint rain barrels as part of the fifth 
annual Rain Barrel Art Project, an initiative designed to educate the community about water conservation and 
pollution caused by storm water runoff. 
 
The fifth grade team of Sophie Graham, Ella Garza, Jane Feichtner, sixth grader Isabela Arredondo, and the 
eighth grade team of Ethan Bisselberg, Yvonne Colson, and Helen Lewis were selected to paint three rain 
barrels for this year’s event. The students are working under the leadership of art teacher Liz Rossi.  
 
The Rain Barrel Art Project is a joint effort of SaveLocalWaters.org and the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical 
Garden. As part of this initiative, students and other community members throughout the Ohio River Valley 
submitted artistic designs to beautify otherwise dull rain barrels. About 50 of those designs were selected, 
and the submitting artists now are painting them on rain barrels that will be displayed at the Cincinnati Zoo’s 
Go Green Garden. The painted rain barrels will be auctioned off on April 20, 2017, during the zoo’s Party for 
the Planet event, with proceeds benefitting conservation education in the Ohio River Valley. “The zoo is 
thrilled to be hosting the rain barrel event once again. As the ‘Greenest Zoo in America,’ we are always 
looking for ways to inspire our community to take action that can impact the environment in positive ways,” 
said Sophia Cifuentes, the zoo’s sustainability coordinator. Bids also will be accepted online via eBay. 
 
Photo attached by Liz Rossi.  
Pictured (l to r) Eighth grade students Helen Lewis,  
Ethan Bisselberg and Yvonne Colson with their  
rain barrel titled "Barrel of Monkeys."   
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